SAFE CUSTODY

answer he had tripped and fallen himself. It was now
my turn to inquire.
"Yes/1 said Palin, "I am. I'm frightened and
hurt. I never did like the dark and I wish I was home.
Never mind. Come and see t what I've found-
stumbled on."
This was nothing less than the end of a flight of
stone steps.
That these led up to the castle there could be no
doubt, and we summoned Hubert and Stiven without
delay.
Now while it seemed unlikely that the steps would
help us to-night, it was easy enough to perceive that
they might prove more than useful at some other
time: and since the longer we waited before beginning
our climb, the higher the moon would have risen to
guide our feet, we determined to mount the steps and
discover what kind of access they gave to the castle
above.
We, therefore, arranged that Stiven and I should
go up to see what we could, while Hubert and Palin
went on to find a way over the water which we could
conveniently take.
After our drubbing in the forest, mounting the
steps seemed the easiest thing in the world, but though
they rose in a zigzag, the flights were steep, and we
were very soon toiling and had to rest more than once.
At last I turned for what seemed the fiftieth time
to find a wall on my right, and when I looked up,
I was standing against the castle and could see the
battlements above me outlined against the sky.
Ten steps more brought us* up to a postern gate.
The gate was of iron bars, and was fastened by a
padlock and chain. These were too much for my
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